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Tim in Ky

 
CDD stage 5 is 175.5 km of lumpy terrain that ASO insists is "flat". It

should be a stage for the sprinters if the DSs get their math righ this time and the sprinters' teams don't
play "No you chase".

 
Tim in Ky
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Tim in Ky

 
FDJ is going to have to realize that Demare has shown himself so strong

this week that other teams may not be interested in helping him win another stage.

 
Tim in Ky

 
The final 5 km are slightly downhill to a flat finish.

 
Tim in Ky
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Tim in Ky

 
However... The last 5 km are also Giro-esque with moats, dragons and

flaming pits.

 
Tim in Ky
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Tim in Ky

 
Start time is 12:10 CET (6:10 EDT) with an expected finish time of around

16:30 CET (10:30 EDT). Live stream schedule for 15:00 CET (9:00 EDT).

 
Tim in Ky

 
The weather is forecast to be sunny with afternoon highs in the upper 20s

C.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Neutral zone still.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Ian Stannard (Sky) DNS. He's been riding at the back, so, probably sick.

 
Tim in Ky

 
And they're off.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Good grief. Already over the first Cat 3.

 
Tim in Ky

 
1. Thomas De Gendt, 2 points 2. Koen Bouwman, 1 point
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Tim in Ky

 
De Gendt appears ready to settle for polka dots at the end.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Sky DS confirms Stannard is ailing.

 
BusterSci

 
Maybe they just found out he offered his services to BMC for next year?

 
Tim in Ky

 
He really did look unwell on stages 2 and 3.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Back shortly.

 
BusterSci

 
A guy like Stannard is so important to Sky for the flat and rolling stages at

the Tour. No reason to risk his health in a race that Froome has probably already lost.

 
BusterSci

 
Hi, Jo.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Good Morning! Hey whaddaya know...I have the morning free.

How the hell did that happen?

 
Joanna in New York

 
Moats, dragons and flaming pits - oh my!

 
BusterSci

 
It's your warm-up Thursday prepping for the Tour?

 
BusterSci

 
Rodents of unusual size

 
Joanna in New York

 
I don't think they exist...

 
Joanna in New York

 
Aaaaaaahhhhhh!

 
BusterSci

 
So am I the Dread Penguin Buster?

 
Joanna in New York

 
Yes, the perfect moniker - Dread Penguin Buster. Oh, and when I

say "I have the morning free"...it's a relative term. It just means all the work gets to be done sitting down in
my chair inside. This hamster wheel is getting very tiring.
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Joanna in New York

 
You might say I'm in "The Pit of Despair". ;)

 
BusterSci

 
My take on the Froome to BMC rumors (details may be slightly different

but the overall concept is probably accurate): In the midst of the TUE/Jiffy bag/Brailsford troubles,
Froome starts wondering if the team is going to be around in 2018. He talks to a few friends in the
business to see if they'd be willing to take up his contract for 2018 if Sky pulls out or the scandal explodes.
Inquiries were made, but they were contingencies, not primary attempts to find a new team.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Artie says "Good Morning" and "when can I get out of here?"

 
Joanna in New York
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BusterSci

 
"It's a fair cop, but Joanna is to blame."

 
Joanna in New York

 
What's all this then?

 
Joanna in New York

 
Artie will actually have a romantic date with the breeding

phantom today, so things are looking up for him - so to speak.

 
BusterSci

 
Reminds me of my high school years. I also only had dates with phantoms.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Double entendres. Too early for that.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Never, I'll be giggling about that all day.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Koen Bouwman (LottoNL-Jumbo), Dylan van Baarle (Cannondale-

Drapac), Marco Minnaard (Wanty-Groupe Gobert) and Julien El Farès (Delko Marseille) have 1:40 on the
peloton.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Delko does it again.

 
Joanna in New York

 
So, LUG has been making a teenie-weenie bit of noise about

possibly, potentially, maybe LUGging Le' Tour. I think he misses us...
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BusterSci

 
Who wouldn't?

 
Joanna in New York

 
Too true.

 
BusterSci

 
Two700c perhaps (or whatever his screen name was)

 
Joanna in New York

 
I think you are close - I could never remember that guys

"handle". But yeah, I suspect he doesn't think about us much. I may be popping in and out, going to try to
get a few things taken care of while I have a couple hours to myself.

 
BusterSci

 
Yeah, it's soon time to make Frau's breakfast so I'll be out for about 15

minutes or so.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Say "hi" from me. :)

 
Tim in Ky

 
Gap is up to 2:45. FDJ, duh, is on point in the peloton.

 
Tim in Ky

 
150 km to go, now 3:00.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Nicholas Roche crashed and needed a bike change. He's in the bunch again.

 
Tim in Ky

 
I will be away for another bit.

 
BusterSci

 
Now's the time to be away.

 
BusterSci

 
3:40 at 140km

 
Joanna in New York

 
Do you have video? NBC is not going live for another couple

hours, and I cannot get any of the Steephil links to show me anything current.

 
BusterSci

 
Nope. Just monitoring CN and Twitter.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Ah, okay, thanks.
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BusterSci

 
We're two hours from video.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Yes, I have my NBC Sports Gold thingamabob all primed and

ready!

 
BusterSci

 
I wish they'd get rights to more races. It's an excellent feed.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Ian Stannard (Sky) DNS. He's been riding at the back, so, probably sick.

 
Tim in Ky

 
And they're off.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Good grief. Already over the first Cat 3.

 
Tim in Ky

 
1. Thomas De Gendt, 2 points 2. Koen Bouwman, 1 point

 
Tim in Ky

 
De Gendt appears ready to settle for polka dots at the end.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Sky DS confirms Stannard is ailing.

 
BusterSci

 
Maybe they just found out he offered his services to BMC for next year?

 
Tim in Ky

 
He really did look unwell on stages 2 and 3.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Back shortly.

 
BusterSci

 
A guy like Stannard is so important to Sky for the flat and rolling stages at

the Tour. No reason to risk his health in a race that Froome has probably already lost.

 
BusterSci

 
Hi, Jo.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Good Morning! Hey whaddaya know...I have the morning free.

How the hell did that happen?

 
Joanna in New York

 
Moats, dragons and flaming pits - oh my!
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BusterSci

 
It's your warm-up Thursday prepping for the Tour?

 
BusterSci

 
Rodents of unusual size

 
Joanna in New York

 
I don't think they exist...

 
Joanna in New York

 
Aaaaaaahhhhhh!

 
BusterSci

 
So am I the Dread Penguin Buster?

 
Joanna in New York

 
Yes, the perfect moniker - Dread Penguin Buster. Oh, and when I

say "I have the morning free"...it's a relative term. It just means all the work gets to be done sitting down in
my chair inside. This hamster wheel is getting very tiring.

 
Joanna in New York

 
You might say I'm in "The Pit of Despair". ;)

 
BusterSci

 
My take on the Froome to BMC rumors (details may be slightly different

but the overall concept is probably accurate): In the midst of the TUE/Jiffy bag/Brailsford troubles,
Froome starts wondering if the team is going to be around in 2018. He talks to a few friends in the
business to see if they'd be willing to take up his contract for 2018 if Sky pulls out or the scandal explodes.
Inquiries were made, but they were contingencies, not primary attempts to find a new team.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Artie says "Good Morning" and "when can I get out of here?"

 
Joanna in New York
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BusterSci

 
"It's a fair cop, but Joanna is to blame."

 
Joanna in New York

 
What's all this then?

 
Joanna in New York

 
Artie will actually have a romantic date with the breeding

phantom today, so things are looking up for him - so to speak.

 
BusterSci

 
Reminds me of my high school years. I also only had dates with phantoms.
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Tim in Ky

 
Double entendres. Too early for that.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Never, I'll be giggling about that all day.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Koen Bouwman (LottoNL-Jumbo), Dylan van Baarle (Cannondale-

Drapac), Marco Minnaard (Wanty-Groupe Gobert) and Julien El Farès (Delko Marseille) have 1:40 on the
peloton.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Delko does it again.

 
Joanna in New York

 
So, LUG has been making a teenie-weenie bit of noise about

possibly, potentially, maybe LUGging Le' Tour. I think he misses us...

 
BusterSci

 
Who wouldn't?

 
Joanna in New York

 
Too true.

 
BusterSci

 
Two700c perhaps (or whatever his screen name was)

 
Joanna in New York

 
I think you are close - I could never remember that guys

"handle". But yeah, I suspect he doesn't think about us much. I may be popping in and out, going to try to
get a few things taken care of while I have a couple hours to myself.

 
BusterSci

 
Yeah, it's soon time to make Frau's breakfast so I'll be out for about 15

minutes or so.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Say "hi" from me. :)

 
Tim in Ky

 
Gap is up to 2:45. FDJ, duh, is on point in the peloton.

 
Tim in Ky

 
150 km to go, now 3:00.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Nicholas Roche crashed and needed a bike change. He's in the bunch again.

 
Tim in Ky

 
I will be away for another bit.
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BusterSci

 
Now's the time to be away.

 
BusterSci

 
3:40 at 140km

 
Joanna in New York

 
Do you have video? NBC is not going live for another couple

hours, and I cannot get any of the Steephil links to show me anything current.

 
BusterSci

 
Nope. Just monitoring CN and Twitter.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Ah, okay, thanks.

 
BusterSci

 
We're two hours from video.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Yes, I have my NBC Sports Gold thingamabob all primed and

ready!

 
BusterSci

 
I wish they'd get rights to more races. It's an excellent feed.

 
Joanna in New York

 
I agree.

 
Joanna in New York

 
For anyone who is interested in Artie's recovery progress from

his near-dehoofing last October, I have an update. He is approximately 5-8 weeks away from being able to
start his reconditioning. His fractured hoof wall is nearly completely grown out. I cannot stress what an
absolute miracle this recovery has been. By all other standards, he would have not made it one day. The
immediate and ongoing care he has received (and my desire to do anything necessary to ensure his
recovery) have brought us to this incredible point in time. I'm choking up, just thinking about it. Someone
asked me last month how I've been managing the entire ordeal, my answer was simple "denial". I think
once he actually starts working again, I will need to go away for a couple days and just sob my eyes out
until there are no more tears. This has been an emotionally devastating eight months, but there is an end in
sight. Just had to share, amongst friends.

 
BusterSci

 
I'm glad it's working out. The closest personal experience I have to compare

it to is supporting ailing dogs and I wouldn't wish that on anyone. I did a lot of hard running to get through
that. Emotionally draining as it was, it was also the last time I dropped into the "normal" BMI range.

 
BusterSci

 
Bouwman and DeGendt are now tied on KOM points.
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Joanna in New York

 
It is heartbreaking when our beloved furry family members get

sick - we have a 16 year old cat, and a 12 year old dog - amazingly wonderful pets. I still haven't gotten
over losing my black Lab, Paden last year. It just gets harder. Artie is more than just a horse, he is so
special to me - I am just so grateful I didn't lose him.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Gap is over 5:00 now. But a long way yet to go.

 
BusterSci

 
Yeah, the sprinters will bring this one back, unless LottoS decides they want

to get de Gendt his KOM jersey back. He'll lose that today, it appears.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Katusha has assumed the point i the peloton

 
Tim in Ky

 
They let Bouwman go in the first place, So I guess they're sesigned to

losing it.

 
BusterSci

 
Yup. Keeping yellow is a much bigger deal.

 
BusterSci

 
I a bit angry with myself for skipping de Gendt on my Dauphine team. He's

one of my favorite "filler" guys, but I just forgot about looking for him this race.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Today is the 150th anniversary of Frank Lloyd Wright's birth.

 
Tim in Ky

 
The braek is on the Cat 2 climb now.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Dan Martin is at the DocMobile following an insect encounter.

 
BusterSci

 
Given this important anniversary, I think the day should be made National

Roof Repair day.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Ugh, insect encounters suck! Literally and figuratively! I

actually have bruising from mosquito bites, that is a first for me.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Not quite sure where we are km-wise. Over 100, still. Somewhere.

 
BusterSci

 
Ab out 5 minutes ago they topped the Cat 2 climb.
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Tim in Ky

 
Just about 100 km, then.

 
Tim in Ky

 
I'll be back well before the live stream.

 
BusterSci

 
Over the next Cat 4

 
BusterSci

 
Sorry we're boring today but there is no feed until 9 EDT and there just isn't

much happening on the road.

 
BusterSci

 
At about 90km. They're on their way off the Col du Champ Juin and on the

descent to the feed zone.

 
Katie

 
Good morning. Jo, I'm glad you're here, and I'm so glad Artie's recovery has

been so good. And, yes, "moats, dragons and flaming pits" ... the testimony on Capitol Hill today may
have same, but I'm not sure for which side... (and that's all of the political from me, I just couldn't resist)

 
Tim in Ky

 
71 km to go, 4:50 the gap.

 
BusterSci

 
I've got my eye more on the UK election.

 
Katie

 
"Mmgf fghtjr deruigy fjhgm fgglp" ... my muffled response, since I've sworn off

the political now.

 
Katie

 
what's next on the road, there, Penguin?

 
BusterSci

 
Feed, unclassified lump, descent. We should get on air before they crest the

lump.

 
BusterSci

 
And Katie, I disagree with your fghtjring the deruigy, but I'll defend to the

death your right to fjhgm fgglp.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Gap is down to 4:30. But, remember on Tuesday it was under 2:00 with 50

km to go and the break still won.

 
BusterSci

 
Disinterested peloton.
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BusterSci

 
And sprinters teams that were expecting more from the GC guys.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Discombobulated, more like.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Well, they need to get over that.

 
Tim in Ky

 
63 km, 4:05.

 
BusterSci

 
The "Coverage to begin shortly" screen is up on the feed. Biggest

excitement of the morning.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Ooooooh, ahhhhhhh!

 
Tim in Ky

 
For Saturday and Sunday the live feed is scheduled for 13:30 CET.

 
BusterSci

 
Have a chance at 100 here Saturday. I'll be happy to work inside.

 
BusterSci

 
FEED!

 
BusterSci

 
Helicopter panorama!

 
BusterSci

 
TT Review!

 
Katie

 
I'll be in Phoenix this weekend, where it'll have cooled off to 103

 
BusterSci

 
Yesterday's podium!

 
BusterSci

 
Stage overview!

 
Katie

 
yes! FLAT!

 
BusterSci

 
53.6km, 3:38
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Tim in Ky

 
My feed froze right out of the box.

 
Katie

 
of course

 
Joanna in New York

 
I agree.

 
Joanna in New York

 
For anyone who is interested in Artie's recovery progress from

his near-dehoofing last October, I have an update. He is approximately 5-8 weeks away from being able to
start his reconditioning. His fractured hoof wall is nearly completely grown out. I cannot stress what an
absolute miracle this recovery has been. By all other standards, he would have not made it one day. The
immediate and ongoing care he has received (and my desire to do anything necessary to ensure his
recovery) have brought us to this incredible point in time. I'm choking up, just thinking about it. Someone
asked me last month how I've been managing the entire ordeal, my answer was simple "denial". I think
once he actually starts working again, I will need to go away for a couple days and just sob my eyes out
until there are no more tears. This has been an emotionally devastating eight months, but there is an end in
sight. Just had to share, amongst friends.

 
BusterSci

 
I'm glad it's working out. The closest personal experience I have to compare

it to is supporting ailing dogs and I wouldn't wish that on anyone. I did a lot of hard running to get through
that. Emotionally draining as it was, it was also the last time I dropped into the "normal" BMI range.

 
BusterSci

 
Bouwman and DeGendt are now tied on KOM points.

 
Joanna in New York

 
It is heartbreaking when our beloved furry family members get

sick - we have a 16 year old cat, and a 12 year old dog - amazingly wonderful pets. I still haven't gotten
over losing my black Lab, Paden last year. It just gets harder. Artie is more than just a horse, he is so
special to me - I am just so grateful I didn't lose him.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Gap is over 5:00 now. But a long way yet to go.

 
BusterSci

 
Yeah, the sprinters will bring this one back, unless LottoS decides they want

to get de Gendt his KOM jersey back. He'll lose that today, it appears.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Katusha has assumed the point i the peloton

 
Tim in Ky

 
They let Bouwman go in the first place, So I guess they're sesigned to

losing it.
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BusterSci

 
Yup. Keeping yellow is a much bigger deal.

 
BusterSci

 
I a bit angry with myself for skipping de Gendt on my Dauphine team. He's

one of my favorite "filler" guys, but I just forgot about looking for him this race.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Today is the 150th anniversary of Frank Lloyd Wright's birth.

 
Tim in Ky

 
The braek is on the Cat 2 climb now.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Dan Martin is at the DocMobile following an insect encounter.

 
BusterSci

 
Given this important anniversary, I think the day should be made National

Roof Repair day.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Ugh, insect encounters suck! Literally and figuratively! I

actually have bruising from mosquito bites, that is a first for me.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Not quite sure where we are km-wise. Over 100, still. Somewhere.

 
BusterSci

 
Ab out 5 minutes ago they topped the Cat 2 climb.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Just about 100 km, then.

 
Tim in Ky

 
I'll be back well before the live stream.

 
BusterSci

 
Over the next Cat 4

 
BusterSci

 
Sorry we're boring today but there is no feed until 9 EDT and there just isn't

much happening on the road.

 
BusterSci

 
At about 90km. They're on their way off the Col du Champ Juin and on the

descent to the feed zone.

 
Katie

 
Good morning. Jo, I'm glad you're here, and I'm so glad Artie's recovery has

been so good. And, yes, "moats, dragons and flaming pits" ... the testimony on Capitol Hill today may
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have same, but I'm not sure for which side... (and that's all of the political from me, I just couldn't resist)

 
Tim in Ky

 
71 km to go, 4:50 the gap.

 
BusterSci

 
I've got my eye more on the UK election.

 
Katie

 
"Mmgf fghtjr deruigy fjhgm fgglp" ... my muffled response, since I've sworn off

the political now.

 
Katie

 
what's next on the road, there, Penguin?

 
BusterSci

 
Feed, unclassified lump, descent. We should get on air before they crest the

lump.

 
BusterSci

 
And Katie, I disagree with your fghtjring the deruigy, but I'll defend to the

death your right to fjhgm fgglp.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Gap is down to 4:30. But, remember on Tuesday it was under 2:00 with 50

km to go and the break still won.

 
BusterSci

 
Disinterested peloton.

 
BusterSci

 
And sprinters teams that were expecting more from the GC guys.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Discombobulated, more like.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Well, they need to get over that.

 
Tim in Ky

 
63 km, 4:05.

 
BusterSci

 
The "Coverage to begin shortly" screen is up on the feed. Biggest

excitement of the morning.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Ooooooh, ahhhhhhh!
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Tim in Ky

 
For Saturday and Sunday the live feed is scheduled for 13:30 CET.

 
BusterSci

 
Have a chance at 100 here Saturday. I'll be happy to work inside.

 
BusterSci

 
FEED!

 
BusterSci

 
Helicopter panorama!

 
BusterSci

 
TT Review!

 
Katie

 
I'll be in Phoenix this weekend, where it'll have cooled off to 103

 
BusterSci

 
Yesterday's podium!

 
BusterSci

 
Stage overview!

 
Katie

 
yes! FLAT!

 
BusterSci

 
53.6km, 3:38

 
Tim in Ky

 
My feed froze right out of the box.

 
Katie

 
of course

 
BusterSci

 
Ladies and gentleman, we have racing!

 
Katie

 
no commentary yet, just the sound of gears and motors - on the cars! the CARS

have the motors.

 
mmcnally

 
Katie - It's scheduled to be a frigid 96 here in Phoenix on Sunday. Bring

your parka!

 
Katie

 
brrrrrrr
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Tim in Ky

 
Somebody woke him up.

 
mmcnally

 
And also Katie, I know you the area quite well with fam and all, but if you

ever need anything, the McNally fam are at your service.

 
BusterSci

 
48.7km. 3:33

 
mmcnally

 
Buster - regarding the Froome talk. I also read BMC may be pulling out as

the main sponsor and Tag Heuer as the new primary. They were all over the Tour of California. I would
imagine this team would get even a larger budget.

 
Katie

 
Thank you, McNally! Dad's in Laveen (down by South Mountain). On Saturday

we'll do a road trip to Biosphere2 down in Oracle.

 
Tim in Ky

 
BMC already has the second biggest budget after Sky.

 
BusterSci

 
Well, mmcnally, I'd counter that with the loss of Andy Riis's money. He

founds much of BMC out of pocket and if he's getting out, it'll be hard to replace.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Tommy V at the front of the chase.

 
BusterSci

 
I was busy. is he in full gurn?

 
Tim in Ky

 
No.

 
mmcnally

 
Katie - I know that area well. I will be riding South Mountain tomorrow. I

go down once a week. I'm up in the NW side, around Arrowhead Lakes. But not a far drive from you.
Enjoy the BioSphere. Did you see we got a new aquarium? It has been getting great reviews if you like
that sort of thing.

 
BusterSci

 
I made two round trips from MN to AZ to move my parents home from

their place in Gold Canyon. They decided they're too old to make the trip each year so will cease the
snowbird life and stay in Frostbite Falls.

 
BusterSci

 
That ends 17 years of cheap winter vacations for me and Frau.
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06-08 09:19

06-08 09:22

 
Katie

 
Oh, yes! I've been through Gold Canyon. Dad used to own a booth at the PHX

Ren Faire. Stayed out there once to surprise him.

 
BusterSci

 
They were on the poor side of US 60

 
Katie

 
Ah, the Pyrite Canyon? ;-)

 
BusterSci

 
Loved hiking the Superstition wilderness off the Peralta trailhead.

 
BusterSci

 
42.6km. 3:07

 
Tim in Ky

 
Not exactly tumbling.

 
BusterSci

 
Katie, it took me until just now to get your joke. I'm normally a bit quicker

on the uptake than that.

 
BusterSci

 
It was a good one.

 
Katie

 
once in a while...

 
BusterSci

 
Down below 3:00

 
BusterSci

 
Our coverage guy sounds very much like he's sitting in a studio.

 
BusterSci

 
39.7km. 2:47

 
mmcnally

 
When my dad was still with us, he always had to make a trip to Tortilla Flat

for a lunch. He always enjoyed sitting on the horse saddle seats at the bar. The small things that amuse us.
Always made me smile.

 
BusterSci

 
Tommy V gurning the gap down.

 
BusterSci

 
We're considering what to do with our winter vacations now. We'll probably

hit Tucson now and again, but we're looking at other options as well.
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06-08 09:30

06-08 09:31

06-08 09:31

06-08 09:33

 
Tim in Ky

 
As strung out as the peloton is, you'd think the gap would be coming down

quicker.

 
BusterSci

 
I think Voeckler drives it down and the other guys in the pace line just kind

of hold it steady.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Break on the last Cat 4.

 
Katie

 
I sense a first annual LUGNut picnic in PHX next winter

 
BusterSci

 
36km. 2:29

 
mmcnally

 
If so, I will make all the arrangements!

 
BusterSci

 
And like every time we get together, it'll start about 5AM, really get rocking

around 8AM and be done by 10:30.

 
BusterSci

 
At least that's the schedule central time...

 
mmcnally

 
Perfect time for some delicious breakfast burritos!

 
BusterSci

 
And that's why it's wise to break it up a couple hours after serving.

 
mmcnally

 
Maybe the picnic will be sponsored by Dumoulin? Just be wary of the

Cacti.

 
Tim in Ky

 
1 KU for the break.

 
BusterSci

 
33km. 2:05

 
Tim in Ky

 
More KOM point for Bouwman.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Under 2:00 now.
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Katie

 
Ha, I never have told you guys about my experience w/ a cactus? I was doing a

mountain bike trip in AZ, was coasting down a little sandy roller, hit a pit of sand at the bottom, went over
the hanlebars face-first into a buckhorn cholla.

 
BusterSci

 
I bet you looked great with a beard.

 
Katie

 
As it turns out, Leatherman pliers do a good job of plucking out barbs onsite.

 
BusterSci

 
Ladies and gentleman, we have racing!

 
Katie

 
no commentary yet, just the sound of gears and motors - on the cars! the CARS

have the motors.

 
mmcnally

 
Katie - It's scheduled to be a frigid 96 here in Phoenix on Sunday. Bring

your parka!

 
Katie

 
brrrrrrr

 
Tim in Ky

 
Somebody woke him up.

 
mmcnally

 
And also Katie, I know you the area quite well with fam and all, but if you

ever need anything, the McNally fam are at your service.

 
BusterSci

 
48.7km. 3:33

 
mmcnally

 
Buster - regarding the Froome talk. I also read BMC may be pulling out as

the main sponsor and Tag Heuer as the new primary. They were all over the Tour of California. I would
imagine this team would get even a larger budget.

 
Katie

 
Thank you, McNally! Dad's in Laveen (down by South Mountain). On Saturday

we'll do a road trip to Biosphere2 down in Oracle.

 
Tim in Ky

 
BMC already has the second biggest budget after Sky.

 
BusterSci

 
Well, mmcnally, I'd counter that with the loss of Andy Riis's money. He

founds much of BMC out of pocket and if he's getting out, it'll be hard to replace.
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06-08 09:16

06-08 09:17

06-08 09:17

 
Tim in Ky

 
Tommy V at the front of the chase.

 
BusterSci

 
I was busy. is he in full gurn?

 
Tim in Ky

 
No.

 
mmcnally

 
Katie - I know that area well. I will be riding South Mountain tomorrow. I

go down once a week. I'm up in the NW side, around Arrowhead Lakes. But not a far drive from you.
Enjoy the BioSphere. Did you see we got a new aquarium? It has been getting great reviews if you like
that sort of thing.

 
BusterSci

 
I made two round trips from MN to AZ to move my parents home from

their place in Gold Canyon. They decided they're too old to make the trip each year so will cease the
snowbird life and stay in Frostbite Falls.

 
BusterSci

 
That ends 17 years of cheap winter vacations for me and Frau.

 
Katie

 
Oh, yes! I've been through Gold Canyon. Dad used to own a booth at the PHX

Ren Faire. Stayed out there once to surprise him.

 
BusterSci

 
They were on the poor side of US 60

 
Katie

 
Ah, the Pyrite Canyon? ;-)

 
BusterSci

 
Loved hiking the Superstition wilderness off the Peralta trailhead.

 
BusterSci

 
42.6km. 3:07

 
Tim in Ky

 
Not exactly tumbling.

 
BusterSci

 
Katie, it took me until just now to get your joke. I'm normally a bit quicker

on the uptake than that.

 
BusterSci

 
It was a good one.
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Katie

 
once in a while...

 
BusterSci

 
Down below 3:00

 
BusterSci

 
Our coverage guy sounds very much like he's sitting in a studio.

 
BusterSci

 
39.7km. 2:47

 
mmcnally

 
When my dad was still with us, he always had to make a trip to Tortilla Flat

for a lunch. He always enjoyed sitting on the horse saddle seats at the bar. The small things that amuse us.
Always made me smile.

 
BusterSci

 
Tommy V gurning the gap down.

 
BusterSci

 
We're considering what to do with our winter vacations now. We'll probably

hit Tucson now and again, but we're looking at other options as well.

 
Tim in Ky

 
As strung out as the peloton is, you'd think the gap would be coming down

quicker.

 
BusterSci

 
I think Voeckler drives it down and the other guys in the pace line just kind

of hold it steady.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Break on the last Cat 4.

 
Katie

 
I sense a first annual LUGNut picnic in PHX next winter

 
BusterSci

 
36km. 2:29

 
mmcnally

 
If so, I will make all the arrangements!

 
BusterSci

 
And like every time we get together, it'll start about 5AM, really get rocking

around 8AM and be done by 10:30.

 
BusterSci

 
At least that's the schedule central time...
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mmcnally

 
Perfect time for some delicious breakfast burritos!

 
BusterSci

 
And that's why it's wise to break it up a couple hours after serving.

 
mmcnally

 
Maybe the picnic will be sponsored by Dumoulin? Just be wary of the

Cacti.

 
Tim in Ky

 
1 KU for the break.

 
BusterSci

 
33km. 2:05

 
Tim in Ky

 
More KOM point for Bouwman.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Under 2:00 now.

 
Katie

 
Ha, I never have told you guys about my experience w/ a cactus? I was doing a

mountain bike trip in AZ, was coasting down a little sandy roller, hit a pit of sand at the bottom, went over
the hanlebars face-first into a buckhorn cholla.

 
BusterSci

 
I bet you looked great with a beard.

 
Katie

 
As it turns out, Leatherman pliers do a good job of plucking out barbs onsite.

 
BusterSci

 
You're tougher than I am.

 
mmcnally

 
Ouch, Katie. Those things are rough. But maybe not as tough as you!

Pliers? Yikes.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Gap has been stuck at 1:50 for a long time.

 
Katie

 
it was invigorating

 
Tim in Ky

 
Repeat of Tuesday?
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BusterSci

 
Voeckler shaves another 10s off the gap. 1:38

 
Tim in Ky

 
Bouwman cracks.

 
mmcnally

 
listening to the NBC Gold broadcast and he is talking about full stage

coverage of the Tour. Is NBC Gold in on that schedule? Or will they be joining in as done in previous
seasons? Anyone have an idea?

 
Katie

 
wow, that is a complete halt

 
Tim in Ky

 
Last summer NBC Gold was start to finish every day.

 
BusterSci

 
Yes, and it was P&P free for the first 2-3 hours.

 
Tim in Ky

 
With only 3 left, the break is probably doomed.

 
Tim in Ky

 
23.6, 1:17.

 
BusterSci

 
When do they cross the Mâcon county line?

 
Tim in Ky

 
I think they're there.

 
Katie

 
Bouwman needs a sip of wine from the region

 
BusterSci

 
He'll have to fight me for it.

 
BusterSci

 
Under a minute now

 
Tim in Ky

 
20 km, 0:52.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Now it may be a question of Bouwman finishing under the time limit.

 
BusterSci

 
King of the Mountains. Peasant of the flats.
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06-08 09:57

 
Joanna in New York

 
Help, help, I'm being repressed!

 
Tim in Ky

 
Reminder of the finish:

 
Tim in Ky

 
//rumbletalk-images-

upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1496930136-CDD5-5km.jpg

 
Katie

 
Tim in Ky

 
Only 2 left in the break.

 
BusterSci

 
Come and see the violence inherent in the system!

 
Tim in Ky

 
Van Barle all by himself now.

 
Joanna in New York

 
What I object to is you automatically treat me like an inferior...

 
Joanna in New York

 
HORSES!!!

 
Joanna in New York

 
The Jo equivalent of "Squirrel"!

 
Katie

 
Whoa, girl

 
BusterSci

 
Wow! The green on that Wanty kit really is fluorescent.

 
BusterSci

 
It lit up when he went into the shade.

 
BusterSci

 
I hope Mons is watching. I'm pretty sure Dylan is one of his buddies from

the Cannondale bus.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Yes, he is.

 
BusterSci

 
He's holding tight at around 40s, give or take.
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Tim in Ky

 
Tommy V back at the rear of the peloton.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Cars out of the gap.

 
BusterSci

 
35s now. 10km

 
Katie

 
Our leader is holding his own ... he's going to make the sprinters' teams work

 
BusterSci

 
Under 30s

 
Joanna in New York

 
Oops, that cat's amongst the pigeons in that turn.

 
Tim in Ky

 
At least I'll get some breakaway points today.

 
Katie

 
Oops

 
BusterSci

 
I'm picking Gaviria for the stage.

 
BusterSci

 
Then Cav

 
BusterSci

 
Then Kittel.

 
BusterSci

 
19s

 
BusterSci

 
8km

 
Joanna in New York

 
I'm picking anyone who isn't on my fantasy team.

 
Joanna in New York

 
SAGAN! Ooops, sorry...

 
Tim in Ky

 
Is he riding TdS/

 
BusterSci

 
Have you gotten your Bora extractor installed yet, Jo?



06-08 10:05

06-08 10:05

06-08 10:05

06-08 10:05

06-08 10:07

06-08 10:07

06-08 10:08

06-08 10:09

06-08 10:09

06-08 10:09

06-08 10:09

06-08 10:09

06-08 10:09

06-08 10:10

06-08 10:10

06-08 10:10

 
BusterSci
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Tim in Ky

 
Katusha has 5 men on the front.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Yes, on the provisional start list.

 
Joanna in New York

 
No, I don't really cook, Dread Penguin Roberts.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Here be dragons.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Argy-Bargy Territory!

 
Joanna in New York

 
Ah! My feed just froze!

 
Tim in Ky

 
I don't see Cofidis up there.

 
BusterSci

 
Katusha leading

 
BusterSci

 
Bahrain up front

 
BusterSci

 
Sky sticking near the front

 
BusterSci

 
2.5km

 
BusterSci

 
The bargy is really argy here

 
BusterSci

 
FDJ hanging in

 
BusterSci

 
Katusha and Bahrain still driving

 
BusterSci

 
EBH on his own
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Katie

 
Corkscrew run in in wine country

 
Joanna in New York

 
Eeeeek!

 
BusterSci

 
1.6km

 
BusterSci

 
Bahrain driving

 
BusterSci

 
Katusha then FDJ

 
BusterSci

 
Demare about 15th

 
BusterSci

 
kite

 
BusterSci

 
Katusha

 
BusterSci

 
Bouhanni up there

 
BusterSci

 
Katusha still in front

 
BusterSci

 
The sprint

 
BusterSci

 
Kristoff leads

 
BusterSci

 
Bauhaus!

 
BusterSci

 
Bauhaus for Sunweb

 
Katie

 
i didn't pick him. why did he win?

 
Joanna in New York

 
He had "designs" on that finish, eh? Eh?? ;)

 
BusterSci

 
oy.
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mmcnally

 
Whew. that was a bit dicey.

 
BusterSci

 
Jo's pun? Sure was.

 
Joanna in New York

 
Okay, enough frivolity, I've got serious work to do. Thanks, all! I

should be able to join you on Saturday.

 
BusterSci

 
Nice help shots

 
Katie

 
I'm out too ... I hope to peek in tomorrow en route to the airport

 
mmcnally

 
ok, off to work. I will be reading the archives the next few days as I will be

on my own rides in the AM. Gotta beat the heat. Cheers to all.

 
Katie

 
have fun!

 
BusterSci

 
I'll post the top 10s. No change in GC

 
BusterSci
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BusterSci
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BusterSci

 
Don't ignore Bookwalter up there for BMC. Gives Porte a card to play later

in the race.

 
BusterSci

 
See y'all
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